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James Anthony & Agnes Hart-Lawrence 50th Golden Anniversary Portrait 
 

This picture was taken at the home of William Hugh Eugene & Mary Ellen “Annie” Neiderer-Lawrence at 1071 
Irishtown Road, right after James Anthony & Agnes Hart-Lawrence’s 50th Golden Anniversary Mass on 
December 30, 1913.  Genevieve is with her parents Turnie & Alverta Slusser-Lawrence, grandparents Eugene & 
Annie and great grandparents making this a four-generation picture.   
 

This professional looking photo was provided to friends and family members, we have personally seen this 
picture from three different families.  

 

One relatives photo copy has a 
handwritten note stating the 
photo was taken in Irishtown 
at the home later owned by 
Elmer Shrader.  This building 
was later destroyed by fire in 
1954 and was replaced later 
with a small Shrader general 
Store.   
 

https://ancestorsphotos.com


This same property was once owned by John L and Elizabeth Weaver-Lawrence who raised a family of eleven 
children.  John was a Blacksmith along with four of his sons James Anthony, Henry Jacob, Francis Charles, and 
George William.  Later William Hugh “Eugene” Lawrence took ownership and lived there until the late 1930’s, 
when he and his wife Annie Neiderer- Lawrence moved into their in-laws (see attached census reports). 
 
Later this property was purchased by Elmer Shrader and family who lived in it from around 1940 until a fire in 
1954 burnt the house and other facilities way beyond repair.  This location eventually became the site of 
Shrader’s grocery store and now apartments. 
 
It was quite popular during this time to have grand anniversary celebrations.  This four-day of festivities 
started with a high Catholic Mass on the morning of Tuesday December 30, 1913, and ended with a Friday 

January 2, 1914, dinner.  Here is a summary 
published in the January 8th edition of the local 
New Oxford Item Newspaper (see below). 
 
Tuesday - High Mass 8:30 at the Sacred Heart 
Conewago Church 
   - Rev. Germanus Kohl residing 1909-1914  
   - Music by Miss Anna Lippy 
   - Singin by Rev. Jerome “Charles” Lawrence 
 
Tuesday - 1:00 PM Banquet at James Anthony & 
Agnes Home 
 
Tuesday - Evening Social for Grandchildren 
(including one great grandchild Genevieve)  
 
Thursday - Early Afternoon Dinner at Son & 
Daughter in law Eugene & Ella Neiderer- Lawrence 
 
Thursday - Evening Supper at their son and 
daughter in law, Fabian & Emma-Rider Lawrence 
 
Friday - Dinner (dinner was typically a large meal in 
the early afternoon) at Daughter and Son in Law 
Anna & Peter Long. 

 

Almost 25 years later, in 1939 Eugene and Annie Neiderer-Lawrence would 
celebrate their Golden 50th anniversary following in his parent’s footsteps.  Their 
eldest son, Henry Earle “Ben” Lawrence and wife Joanna Agnes Smith-Lawrence 
hosted the dinner in the same tradition.  
 
 
Irishtown in the early 1900’s had many Lawrence family relatives living in this 
small village.  In two historic maps, we can see the location of John L Lawrence 
house.  
 

 
 
Entire 
article  
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and Black Smith business.  The latter also shows 
the location of James Anthony & Agnes Hart-
Lawrence home. 

 
On the 1872 map, we have 
highlighted James Anthony’s home 
along with John Lawrence and his 
Blacksmith business. 
 
The attached sample census report 
from 1940 shows Elmer Shrader’s 
residence that later had a three-
alarm fire and was destroyed, only 
remnants of some walls remained. 
 
One last note on this well-preserved 
photo.  Some thought the picture 
location was at the Slusser family 
house at 2000 Centennial Road.  
After all, Alverta’s father Eugen was 
a carpenter and he built and owned 
homes / property in the area.  
 
Research shows (via Zillow website) 
that this house was built in 1920 and 
the front Door, to the front Window 
offset, does not match this photo, 
thus dispelling this theory... 
 

1858 Local Irishtown Map 

1872 Local Irishtown Map 



 
As you can see the windows spacing is reversed.  The window on the right is closest to the Door in the original 
photo.  This is opposite from that screen capture from Google maps of 2020 which shows that the left window 
is closer to the 
door.  The Slusser 
house was built in 
1920 so there is no 
way that this 
theory works and 
has been put to 
rest… 
 
The Hanover Sun 
and Gettysburg 
Times had multiple 
articles regarding 
the fire that totally 
destroyed the now 
owned Shrader 
home.  
 
Many provided 
donations so the 
family was quickly 
housed in a new 
location with many 
items replaced and 
clothes provided.   
 
 
 

Original 1913 
Photograph 

 

This is a current (2020) photo from Google Maps of 

the 2000 Centennial Rd. house which was the original 

Slusser home.  
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Thank you for reading, the following is additional reference information. 
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Agnes Hart-Lawrence 
5-6-1843 

10-16-1922 
In the News! 

James A. Lawrence 
10-29-1837 
7-24-1918 
Obituary 
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